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 ñAnnexation necessity is questioned, 
County supervisor wants no homes built, 
mayor still wants protection.ò 

(See def. of Annexation, page 3)  
 
I do not like green eggs and ham as 

much as I dislike reading The Enterprise.  
Being the stout little Badger that I am, I 
am, I sucked it up and read the article.  
Then I said to myself, ñHuh?ò  

 
I hadnôt been following the quest of 

Greg Hostetler of Ranchwood Homes to 
have Los Banos civil servants annex 
more farm land to build houses. 

 
 I read the article once more.  Again, I 

said to myself, ñHuh? 
 

(THREE LOANS, see page 3) 

Overview:  The other day, a Badger 
pup sent me an email with the following 
title: 

 
ñRe:   Wowéé 

Guess whoôs hands are 
in Greg Hostetlerôs 
pockets now ?  Greg is 
famous for smooching, 
wining, and dining.  
And this must really 
feel good to the 
óMayor.ô  GEEEZZZ!ò 

 
The Badgerôs fur bristled like he had 

been plugged into a light socket! 
 
Attached to the email was a Los Banos 

Enterprise article of March 4
th
, 2008, by 

Corey Pride that had the by-line: 

ºTAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME» 
 

 Fortunately, Jack 
Norworth wrote the lyrics 
in 1908 well before the 
infamous ñfixedò 1919 
World Series between the 
Chicago White Sox and 
the Cincinnati Reds.   
  
 If not, the lyrics could 

have been something like: 
 
ñTake me out to the ball game 
Take me out to the mob 
Buy me some players and make some jack 
I donôt care cause Iôm never a sap, 
 
óAnd Iôll  root, root, root 
For the home team. 
I wonôt let on that itôs fixed! 
 
For itôs two, four, eight men, 
Youôre out at the old ball game!ò 
 
 Okay, so Iôm no Norworth but you get 
the idea.  It is known as The Black Sox 
Scandal.  Particulars as to the howôs, 
whyôs, and whoôs are left for historical 
debate. 

 
 But, an undisputed 
fact concerning the fate of 
shortstop/third baseman 
George Daniel ñBuckò 
Weaver should be heeded    
by uncivil civil servants.  
 
 Weaver batted .324 
with 11 hits and had no 

errors during the series.  Still, he was 
banned from baseball for life for having 
knowledge of the ñfixò and failing to tell 
officials.  
 
 Keep that in mind as The Badger takes 
you out to the fixed game of civil servants 
letting each other off the accountability 
hook to the detriment of us citizens. 
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By Gene Forte 
Badger pups are in for a very special 

treat at ñThe Old Ball Game.ò  I suggest 
newcomers hunt down a copy of other 
Badgers to get the full waft of uncivil civil 
servants weenie dogs starting to sizzle. 

 
  At The Old Ball Game, 
you will find a little bit of this 
and a little bit of that.  An 
overall theme is looking to 
the fate of Buck Weaver of 
the 1919 White Sox who 

was banned for life from baseball for 
knowing about the fix but not reporting it. 

 
One...TwoéThree Loans Youôre Out 

was inspired by a pitch zinging by the 
Badger from a local reader.  It brought  

attention to Mayor Jones and his staunch 
support of the annexation of property for 
the benefit of Greg Hostetlerôs Ranchwood 
Homes.  Documents filed with the Fair 
Political Practices Commission reveal 
some strikes by Jones in not disclosing an 
outstanding loan from Hostetler. 

   
I have no position on the annexation 

issue as yet.  But, I do have a strong 
position about undisclosed loans to Jones 
and city council membersô knowledge of 
them.   If citizens cannot depend upon city 
council members reporting upon foul play 
by their mayor, then how can citizens trust 
them not to be involved in foul play with the 
Mayor.  It might be time to give all of the 
players their release papers.  

 
Without a doubt, Jones should be 

demanded to turn in his uniform 
immediately. 

 
A Gorilla Speaks brings readers up to 

speed about the response from Chevron 
concerning the MTBe contamination to 
California Dairies Inc./Los Banos Foods.  It 
provides proof it is easier to get a Gorilla to 

speak than a civil servant.  The Gorilla 
was advised not to be putting words in 
the Badgerôs mouth. 

   
 The Man from Badger Flats gives 

insight into why I do what I do.  Read it 
first before ñWe Find Ourselves 
Innocentò that tells, by showing, how 
civil servants dismiss claims against 
themselves.  

 
 Another civil servant is on the run 

for trying to prohibit the Badger from 
being distributed at Merced County 
Buildings.  (See email below.) 

 
For the record, The Badger wants 

to thank the many good civil servants 
that provide important and vital 
services to citizens and appreciates 
their hard work and dedication.  Not all 
civil servants throw spit balls, just an 
awful lot of them. 

 
The Badger is designed to be read 

many times over, shared, and 
discussed with family and friends.  
Now,  P-L-A-Y  B-A-L-L!    THE END 

Email to the Assistant Director of Administrative Services, Support Services of Merced County, Mr. Leon Teague.  

No response has been received as of March 16th, 2008. 



have been paid, but the loan of 
$10,000.00 is still owed. 

 
 In Silence is Golden a 
letter to Jones was reprinted 
from February 2007 that 
requested information about 
loans from Hostetler (see 
excerpt below): 

There was no response to the letter. 
 
The Los Banos City Council Meeting 

Notes of March 5
th
, 2003 listed in the 

Closed Session Agenda states: 
 

ñEXISTING LITIGATION ï TOMMY JONES.ò 

 
It does seem with very little doubt, 

that Mayor Jones was receiving financial 
support from Hostetler during his 
litigation against the City for Police 
officers allegedly planting crack cocaine 
in Jonesô car.  No wonder Jones didnôt 
respond to the letter of February 26th, 
2007. 
 
 When civil servants have been caught 
doing something wrong, they clam up, or 
also in Mayor Jonesô case, accuses the 
accuser of being a dangerous member of 
the Ku Klux Klan. 

 
JONESô CAN OF 

WORMS 
 

The Badger has 
not yet had the 
opportunity to 
investigate what 
matters Jones may 
have voted upon 
concerning 
Ranchwood Homes.  

 
If Jones did vote upon matters 

notwithstanding his blatant undisclosed  

(THREE LOANS, see page 8) 

 After reading it a 
couple more times with 
the same puzzlement, I 

wondered, had I been whacked with a 
shovel? 

 
 Was it possible I just 
wasnôt getting what 
anyone was saying?  
 
 I gritted my teeth 
when Mayor Jones said, 
 
 ñLet me make this 
exactly clear.  The only 

way we guarantee that any developer 
pay the fees and build to the standards 
we want, that land must be annexed 
inside the city." 

 
The Enterprise reported that 

Supervisor Jerry OôBanion, when asked 
if the county would vote to let 
annexation take place if the city didnôt, 
responded, 

 
ñI don't see it occurring mainly 

because you don't have the 
infrastructure.  How large of a facility do 
you need before you put in a sewer 
system, before you put in water?" 

 
ñJones despite OôBanionôs 

commentsò, reported the Enterprise, 
said ñthe city is safer annexing.ò  

 
Then, from my take of it, Jones 

delivered a veiled threat to OôBanion by 
saying,  

 
ñThat may be the attitude of the 

current county supervisor, but if thereôs 
a change there that attitude can change 
also.ò, said Jones. 

(THREE LOANS, from page 1) In other words, OôBanionôs days may 
be numbered if Jones has anything to do 
with it. 

 
When Councilman Sousa was quoted 

as saying, 
 
ñThe sphere of influence is used to 

indicate thatôs where youôre going to build 
the city out to.  Itôs not used as a line to 
keep the county off its backòé.. 

 
I said ñThat does it.ò  Iôm calling in my 

more intelligent better half, Eileen.  
 
 Without cluing Eileen as 

to why, I asked her to read 
the article.  After she 
finished with a confused 
look on her face, she said 
ñWhat is that?ò  

 
With verification that it 

wasnôt only me unable to grasp what in the 
heck the civil servants were babbling 
about, I assured myself it was double talk.    

Whereôs there civil servant double talk, 
there is usually civil servant shenanigans. 

 
I sharpened my claws and started to 

dig.  Amazingly, I didnôt have to go very 
deep.  In all of about 30 minutes, I had 
evidence which should call for Mayor 
Jonesô immediate resignation. 

 
THE BANK OF HOSTETLER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mayor Tommy Jones received loans 

from Greg and Catherine Hostetler of 
Ranchwood Homes totaling $18,538.00 
(See pages 4-7) secured by trust deeds on 
the following dates: 

 
1. November 14

th
, 2002, for $5,000.00. 

2. January 14
th
, 2003, for $10,000.00. 

3.  August 4
th
, 2003, for $3,538.00. 

Merced County records indicate that 
the loans of $5,000.00 and $3,538.00 
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Definition of Annexation: 

 

1. Take over territory:  to take over 

territory and incorporate it into an-

other political entity, e.q. a country 

or state. 

2. Add something to something: to 

attach something subsidiary to a 

larger thing. 

3. Attach quality to something:  to add 

something such as a consequence, 

quality, or condition. 

4. Steal something:  to take something 

without permission. 

Definition of Double Talk:  Talk intended to 

confuse or deceive: intentionally ambiguous 

or confusing talk. 

Letter to Jones 02/26/07 
  
ñFor the record, I respectfully 

request for you, Mayor Jones, to 
disclose if you ever received any 
financial loans, contributions, or 
support from Mr. Greg Hostetler. 

 
Or, if your attorney ever received 

any funds from Mr. Hostetler, at the 
time you were pursuing a lawsuit 
against the City of Los Banos, 
thereafter, or before?ò 
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Jones Trust deed dated November 14, 2002 naming Hostetler beneficiary to secure promissory note of $5,000.00 (at bottom). 

Note:  Jones  signature at right taken 

from signature page of  recorded 

document for ease of viewing.. 
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Jones Trust deed dated January 14, 2003 naming Hostetler beneficiary to secure promissory note of $10,000.00 (at bottom). 

Note:  Jones signature at right taken 

from signature page of  recorded 

document for ease of viewing. 
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Jones Trust deed dated August 4th, 2003 naming Hostetler beneficiary to secure promissory note of  $3,538.00 (at bottom). 

Note:  Jones signature at right taken 

from signature page of  recorded 

document for ease of viewing. 


