CANON 1

A JUDGE SHALL UPHOLD THE INTEGRITY
AND INDEPENDENCE OF THE JUDICIARY

An independent and honorable judiciary is indispensable to justice in
our society. A judge should participate in establishing, maintaining, and
enforcing high standards of conduct, and shall personally observe those
standards so that the integrity and independence of the judiciary will be
preserved. The provisions of this Code are to be construed and applied to
further that objective. A judicial decision or administrative act later
determined to be incorrect legally is not itself a violation of this Code.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE COMMENTARY

Deference to the judgments and rulings of courts depends upon public
confidence in the integrity and independence of judges. The integrity and
independence of judges depend in turn upon their acting without fear or favor.
Although judges should be independent, they must comply with the law* and the
provisions of this Code. Public confidence in the impartiality of the judiciary is
maintained by the adherence of each judge to this responsibility. Conversely,
violations of this Code diminish public confidence in the judiciary and thereby do
injury to the system of government under law.

The basic function of an independent and honorable judiciary is to
maintain the utmost integrity in decision making, and this Code should be read
and interpreted with that function in mind.



(Canon 3C(5) adopted effective December 22, 2003.)
D. Disciplinary Responsibilities

(1) Whenever a judge has reliable information that another judge has
violated any provision of the Code of Judicial Ethics, the judge shall take or
initiate appropriate corrective action, which may include reporting the
violation to the appropriate authority.*

(2) Whenever a judge has personal knowledge that a lawyer has
violated any provision of the Rules of Professional Conduct, the judge shall
take appropriate corrective action.

(3) A judge shall promptly report in writing to the Commission on
Judicial Performance when he or she is charged in court by misdemeanor
citation, prosecutorial complaint, information, or indictment, with any crime
in the United States as specified below. Crimes that must be reported are: (1)
all crimes, other than those that would be considered misdemeanors not
involving moral turpitude or infractions under California law; and (2) all
misdemeanors involving violence (including assaults), the use or possession of
controlled substances, the misuse of prescriptions, or the personal use or
furnishing of alcohol. A judge also shall promptly report in writing upon
conviction of such crimes.

If the judge is a retired judge serving in the Assigned Judges Program,
he or she shall promptly report such information in writing to the Chief
Justice rather than to the Commission on Judicial Performance. If the judge
is a subordinate judicial officer, he or she shall promptly report such
information in writing to both the presiding judge of the court in which the
subordinate judicial officer sits and the Commission on Judicial Performance.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE COMMENTARY:

Appropriate corrective action could include direct communication with the
judge or lawyer who has committed the violation, other direct action if available,
or a report of the violation to the presiding judge, appropriate authority, or other
agency or body. Judges should note that in addition to the action required by
Canon 3D(2), California law imposes additional reporting requirements
regarding lawyers.

(Canon 3D(3) amended effective January 1, 2008; previously amended
effective June 19, 1997 and March 4, 1999; adopted effective January 15, 1996.)

E. Disqualification
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