
Subject:  Merced County Grand Jury Investigation of Merced Sun Star/Los Banos Enterprise 
Editors/Not Newsworthy? 

Date:  Mon, 21 Mar 2011 12:11:06 -0700 
From:  Gene Forte <geneforte@badgerflats.com> 

Organization:  Badger Flats Gazette 
To:  Eric Johnston <local@modbee.com> 
CC:  Dave Lyghtle <dlyghtle@modbee.com> 

 

Mr. Johnston, 

 

Your reporter, Mr. Dave Lyghtle, informed me this morning that he had  

reviewed information that I had sent to the Modesto Bee concerning the  

Grand Jury Complaint that lists as private actor accomplices, editors of  

the Merced Sun Star and The Los Banos Enterprise.  Mr. Lyghtle was  

reminded that Stanislaus County Superior Court Judge William Mayhew is  

also implicated in the complaint. 

 

I had informed Mr. Lyghtle that I had been contacted by the Merced  

County Grand Jury last week. 

 

The Grand Jury informed me that after they had reviewed a substantial  

amount of the evidence, it concluded there was good cause to go further  

and deeper.  In their pursuit of such, they have requested that I meet  

with them across several three hour sessions. 

 

Mr. Lyghtle said that he and the Modesto Bee decided that "the story  

was not newsworthy" and they were "going to follow the lead" of the editors  

of the Merced Sun Star and Los Banos Enterprise. 

 

I reminded Mr. Lyghtle that you are now also the publisher of the Merced  

Sun Star. 

 

I am still awaiting a response from my previous email of last week. 

 

I request an answer directly from you as the publisher of the Merced Sun  

Star as to if you are going to report upon this matter as a follow up to  

the stories already reported upon by McClathcy Newspapers about my arrests. 

 

I also need to ask this hypothetical question: 

 

If irate citizens were to burn down the Merced Sun Star and/or the Los  

Banos Enterprise for covering up public official corruption, would the  

Modesto Bee consider it "newsworthy"? 

 

 

Thank you. 

 

Gene Forte 
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