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MERCED COUNTY GRAND JURY  

CITIZENS COMPLAINT FORM  

PO Box 2034 

Merced, CA 95344-2034 

 

The Civil Grand Jury of Merced County, in an attempt to carry out its duties, encourages Merced County residents 

to report concerns related to local and county government and the conduct of Merced County public officials. 

 

We recognize that many citizens are reluctant to put details of their concerns in writing. Your name will never be 

used by the Grand Jury. All Civil Grand Jury members are bound by an oath of secrecy. Civil Grand Jury 

documents, including this complaint form, are never available to anyone outside the Civil Grand Jury and cannot 

be subpoenaed. 

 

 Date:  May 28th, 2010       No.:         (Office Use Only) 

 

COMPLAINANT  

 

Name:      Gene Forte 

Address:  688 Birch Court 

City:         Los Banos, California 

Zip:          93635 

Tel:          209-829-1116 

 

 

SUBJECT OF COMPLAINT (PERSON OR AGENCY ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOS BANOS CITY OFFICIALS  
 
Mayor Tommy Jones  
  
LB Police Chief Gary Brizzee  
 
LBPD Officers:  ex-Chief Knapp. 
Det. Townsley, Westbrook, Torongo, 
Parker, Llanez, Dispatcher Strauch. 
 
LB City Council Members : Joe 
Sousa,  Michael Villalta, Manuel Faria, 
Elizabeth Stone. 

MERCED COUNTY OFFICIALS 

 
District Attorney Larry Morse  
Deputy DA Alan Turner  
 
Merced County Sheriff Mark Pazin  
Deputies: Picinich, Leuchner, Perrino. 
  
County Supervisor Jerry OôBanion 
 
County Counsel James Fincher  
   
Merced Superior Court Judge:  
Frank Dougherty (retired) 
 
Assist. Attorney General D. Gillette  

PRIVATE ACTOR  
ACCOMPLICES 

 
The Los Banos Enterprise  
Merced Sun -Star  
Reporters:  Gene Lieb, Corey Pride. 
 
Fresno Catholic Diocese: Connie 
McGhee, OLF school principal, 
Sexton, superintendent, and  Priest 
Bob Gamel. 
 
Benjamin Ratliff  
Anthony Donaldson Bates  
James Pico Padron  
Merced Defense Associates  
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 DEATH THREAT COVER UP  

 

FOR MAYOR TOMMY JONES  

AGAINST GENE FORTE,  

REPORTER FOR THE BADGER FLATS GAZETTE.   

 

 FALSE ARREST, POLICE BRUTALITY, AND RETALIATORY PROSECUTION OF FORTE.  

  

OVERVIEW: The presentation of evidence for this complaint, which will be frequently supplemented, is best 

described as the application of two common adages, ñthe devil is in the detailsò and ñeating an elephant one bite at 

a time.ò  The complaint will be ñtransparentò and a ñvirtual open bookò to the public.  The Badger Flats Gazette is 

encouraging additional evidence and support from citizens who have experienced, the ñmysteriesò of Public 

Official Corruption, which are, Officials Commit Crimes, Officials Cover-up Other Officialsô Crimes, Newspapers 

Donôt Report About It.  Amen!  

    The public will be alerted that Morse, Fincher, the California Attorney General's Office, and a disqualified 

judge of the Merced Superior Court are also specious advisors to this Grand Jury complaint against themselves.   

(Thatôs a no-no according to Penal Code §934-936.) 

 

     Evidence provided will lead to the clear conclusion that, for the publicôs safety, a criminal Grand Jury must be 

assembled to issue indictments.  The above named subjects punished Forte for his writings exposing public 

corruption.  They punished him by the concealment of death threats, false arrests, police brutality, and retaliatory 

prosecutions against Forte for their own Machiavellian motives.  An independent prosecutor is required to conduct 

a thorough investigation.  Forte has no doubt that a legitimate law enforcement investigation will reveal that 

Mayor Tommy Jones (also a Los Banos High School teacher), influenced and/or directed his student, Anthony 

Donaldson Bates, to send the death threats.  Itôs a trick lifted from a Crimes for Dummies book. 

 

HOW IT WAS DONE:  Falsified police reports, honest services fraud, media blackout. 

 

EVIDENCE:  Police Reports, Audio/Video Recordings, court documents, legal opinions, and eye-witness 

testimony. 

  

BRIEF BACKGROUND:  Forte is an investigative reporter for the Badger Flats Gazette, which focuses on 

public official corruption.  Forte investigated and filed the complaint with the Fair Political Practices Commission 

(FPPC) against Jones that found Jones voted on two development matters of Ranchwood Homes Developer, Mr. 

Greg Hostetler, which ñhad a foreseeable and material economic effect on Jonesô economic interests.ò  In plain 

English, itôs called taking a bribe.   

 

    Forte published stories about Jonesô arrest for possession of crack cocaine when Jones was a City Councilman 

in 1999 and the bizarre non-prosecution of Jones by ex-DA/embezzler Gordon Spencer.  Forte spearheaded a 

Recall of Jones in 2008.  Forte slammed shut the till of the Underground Storage Tank Fund on the sticky fingers 

of county and private remediation firms in cahoots with each other.  Forte is hated with a passion by corrupt public 

officials and the newspapers that cover for them.  

              

MOTIVES:    LBPD Commander Brizzee orchestrated LBPD cover-up of death threats received from Anthony 

Donaldson Bates done for/by Mayor Tommy Jones.  False police reports done by officers coordinated by Brizzee 

to cover-up for Jones in order to gain position of Chief of Police. 

 

Jones was found guilty of breaking conflict of interest laws by the FPPC on January 14th, 2010 based upon a 

complaint filed by me.  By February 26th, 2010, Jones was to withdraw a Motion he had filed in the case of Forte 

vs. Jones or be liable for up to $13,000 in court sanctions. 
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On February 24th, 2010, Bates sent the death threats commenting upon statements I made at a LB City Council 

meeting in June 2009 (nine months earlier). 

 

Brizzee, knowing that Jones was the perpetrator of the death threats, used that information to get Jones to appoint 

him Chief of Police on May 17th, 2010. 

 

There has been an all out attack upon me by the LB Enterprise, Jones, his parishioners under the direction of 

Reverend Steve Hammond/City Planning Commissioner and the LBPD by Brizzee to cover up for LBPD Parker 

participating in the assault and false arrest of me by Deputy John Picinich. 

 

Brizzee investigated the complaint against Parker and found it ñunfoundedò.  Brizzee refused to listen to the 

recording that showed I was assaulted and that Picinich had assaulted me.  It is the same recording that DA Morse 

did not listen to. 

 

To initiate the cover up, the LBPD falsely stated that I requested Bates to be arrested for a 653m use of an 

electronic device to harass, annoy, etc.  I never said such thing. 

 

The threat was made by email, not by an electronic device and is clearly a 422 Felony Terrorist Threat. 

 

Barbara OôNeill who is my assigned Public Defender said upon reading the death threat that she had a client of 

hers that was convicted of a felony for stating less than what Bates did. 

 

DA Morse along with the LBPD need to continue to conceal any crimes against me in order to conceal the false 

arrest of me by Merced County Deputy Picinich on July 21st, 2009 and the previous attack by Picinich of me on 

February 24th, 2009. 

 

The LB City Council needs to support the silence and denial of protection under the law due to their knowing of 

the undisclosed loans of Jones and Hostetler that they did not say anything about.  (Read ñThe Old Ball Gameò). 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

On February 24th, 2010 I received by email a death threat from Bates that Bates said he would do ñout of respect 

and love for my teacher, Mayor and close family friend, Tommy Jonesò. 

 

I called a criminal lawyer, Shawn Mills prior to calling the police department and read him the email.  Mills said 

that it was definitely a PC 422 Felony Terrorist Threat. 

 

Llanez  also only uses one small portion of the death threat and intentionally did not reference the part to Mayor 

Tommy Jones.  The report by the officer is a complete false fabrication of the truth. 

 

Dolzadelli said that I did not want DA Morse to prosecute the ñjuvenileò.  I did not know if in fact Bates was a 

juvenile or not.  It was a fabrication by Dolzadelli. 

 

I also by 8:00AM on February 25th, 2010 had put out a special issue of the Badger Flats Gazette with the Penal 

Code 422 inside of it stating that is what had be given me and left about 50 off at the LBPD and about 500 

hundred around the city. 

 

On February 25th, 2010, at 9:00AM, according to the PD Report Detective Townsley made contact with Bates at 

LB High School.  Bates said he did them.  Townsley did not ask Bates if he had spoken to Jones about them before 

sending them and Townsley did not contact Jones to ask any questions of his knowledge of them. 

 

Townsley told Bates because I had requested that Bates be charged with a PC 653M and it was a misdemeanor 
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Townsley would send it over to the Juvenile probation office for review.  That is false.   [Townsley never spoke to 

me at any time, until March 2nd, 2010, when I called him and he told me the investigation had been completed 

and hung up the phone on me.] 

 

[If Townsley would have spoken to me I could have provided him information as to the motive of Jones making 

such threats and how and why Jones was linked to the threats] 

 

The case was closed that day on February 25th, 2010 without Jones, Bates or another close friend of Bates, 

who is shown sitting alongside in a video linked to the death threats of Bates.  The person is the adopted son of 

Steven Hammond, Reverend and city planning commissioner. 

 

On February 26th, 2010, my attorney and I met with Knapp who said that he thought Bates had been arrested.  

Bates had not been arrested. 

 

By the time I returned home from the meeting with Knapp I had received 4 more death threats directly using 

words and a video that was directly to the Bates threat. 

 

LBPD Norris took a wholly inaccurate report stating that those additional threats had no bearing on the case of 

Bates and ignoring the obvious link about referral to ñstreet furyò. 

 

On February 28th, 2010, while attending my OLF 6th Graders Benefit Breakfast and on the cooking crew for, I was 

put under Citizenôs Arrest by Ms. Connie McGhee for trespassing.  LBPF Officer that responded to McGhee 

harassed my family and I for over 20 minutes, saying that I had done nothing wrong but that I had to leave because 

McGhee said she did not want me there. 

 

[A Supplement to this Grand Jury Complaint will address that LBPD Commander Brizzee, now Chief, urged 

McGhee to make such Citizenôs Arrest when officers said they could not do so because I had done nothing wrong.  

Earlier, prior to the LBPD arriving, I had read the death threats to OLF parents on the cooking crew.  I had placed 

about 30 of the Badger Flats Gazettes containing the death threats on the tables.  McGhee kept parents from 

coming inside the hall until I had been arrested so she could remove the Badgers from the tables.  I was forced by 

McGhee to remove my children from OLF.  My 8th grade daughter did not graduate with her class.] 

 

On March 3rd, 2010, after receiving additional death threats, I filed a police report specifically naming Jones and 

after finding out that Townsley had not spoken to Jones or asked Jones any questions. 

 

I requested officers to do a Citizenôs Arrest on Jones.  They accepted it and said they were going to arrest Jones 

under my request.  The report by Officer Westbrook is wholly inaccurate and paints me as a crazy person. 

 

I spoke with Knapp and he said that he didnôt know why Townsley had not spoken to me prior to closing the 

investigation and that he did not know why Jones had not been spoken to.  I told Knapp I would be playing our 

recorded conversation at the City Council meeting that night to show they did a whitewash investigation. 

 

March 3rd, 2010, Judge Frank Dougherty signs a Temporary Restraining Order for Jones against me, but holds 

back signing the TRO against Marion Santos to the following day.  Brizzee then contacts Santos and cuts a deal 

where Santos cuts off money to me and puts me under financial hardship. 

 

March 3rd, 2010, I am prevented from going into City Hall meeting by Brizzee who says that the TRO keeps me 

150 yards says from Jones.  Iôm unable to speak at open mike. 

 

April Latta, LBHS teacher just happened to be there with her LBHS government class that Bates belongs to. 

 

My wife read death threats while you can see two of Lattaôs female students laughing in the background that were 
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sitting next to Hammondôs adapted son. 

 

Bates, at the meeting, apologizes to Jones with a short comment at the end when he states, ñI apologize to Mr. 

Forte again,ò Bates never apologized before and I was not in the room.  I was being kept 150 yards outside of City 

Hall. 

 

Jones at the end of the meeting commends what a brave thing it was for Bates to do and thanks April Latta for 

bringing her class. 

 

Jerry OôBanion, who is present, speaks at open mike twice and says nothing about the death threats. 

 

Los Banos Enterprise comes out on March 5th, 2010, says nothing about the death threats. 

 

On March 5th, 2010, I receive a phone call from MCD of mental Health for a psych examine ordered by Brizzee.  I 

pass examine. 

 

On March 6th, 2010, an incident takes place at the Hyatt in Pleasanton due to the death threats of Jones, with the 

PPD calling the LBPD. 

 

This complaint will be supplemented with information on the following areas: 

 

1. Retaliatory Prosecution by DA Morse 

2. Honest Services Fraud by Merced County Supervisor OôBanion and County Counsel James Fincher. 

3. False Arrest/Police Brutality by Merced County Sheriffs committed on February 24, 2009 and July 21, 

2009. 

4. Police harassment, intimidation, and false citizenôs arrest by Ms. Connie McGhee instigated by Chief 

Brizzee and Officers of the Los Banos Police Department. 

5. Vindictive prosecution of Forte by ADA Turner. 

6. Judge Dougherty covering up death threats made by Jones when presiding over a case he had been 

disqualified from by Superior Court Judge John Kirihara. 

7. Additional information on subjects in this complaint will be provided. 

 

 

ACTION TAKEN  (Please list other persons or agencies you have contacted in an attempt to 

resolve this complaint and any actions you have taken yourself. 

 

Merced County DA 

Los Banos PD 

CHP Office/Los Banos 

Merced County Supervisor O'Banion 

Los Banos City Council 

 

WITNESSES (Please provide names and telephone numbers of anyone else who can substantiate 

your complaint. 

 

Eileen Forte (209) 829-1116 

 

 

RESOLUTION  (How would you like to see this matter resolved?) 

 

Officers prosecuted, Independent investigation of Jones and Bates concerning the death threats leading to the 

arrest and prosecution of Jones and Bates, DA prosecuted, and money paid to me. 
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DOCUMENTATION  

 

Please attach copies of any supporting correspondence or documents that you may have regarding the problem. 

 

Audio CDôs and Police reports. 

Photos 

Disqualification of Merced Superior Court judges by Presiding Judge John Kirihara. 

 

This complaint will be supplemented with additional audio, video, court documents, etc. 

 

 

Certification:  I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

 

 

 

Signature:   _______________________________________________        Date:  May 28th, 2010 

                   Eugene. E. Forte 

 

Important Notice:  ñEvery person who makes a report to the Grand Jury that a felony or misdemeanor has been 

committed, knowing the report to be false, is guilty of a misdemeanor.ò Penal Code Ä184.5(d). This is a Civil 

Grand Jury. If you have evidence of a crime committed, or criminal activities, you should present your evidence to 

the Merced County District Attorney for appropriate action. All information you provide, including your identity, 

is confidential. 
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FEBRUARY 24TH, 2010:  FORTE RECEIVES THREAT BY EMAIL  
 

 On February 24
th
, 2010 at approximately 4:47PM, Forte received eight (8) consecutive posts on his Badger Flats 

Gazette YouTube ñClip #1, The ñNò Word Speech in context, Racist or Not?ò signed by ñYour fellow Los Banos Citizen, 
Anthony Donaldsonò.  The actual threat was cut into eight (8) separate postings due to size limitation by Donaldson and has 
been combined for ease of reading below. 

Subject: Comment pending on "Clip #1, The "N" Word Speech in context, Racist or Not?"  

From: YouTube Service <service@youtube.com> 

Date: Wed, 24 Feb 2010 16:47:11 -0800 (PST) 

To: BadgerFlatsGazette <geneforte@badgerflats.com> 

YouTube       help center I e-mail options Ireport spam 

Donaldson2110 has made comment on Clip #1 The "Nò Word Speech in context Racist or Not ? 

 

I swear on my life and my honor if i see Mr. Forte in the streets i will conduct myself in a propper manner 

and that propper manner will be in such a manner that i knock Mr. Forte back into the past life that he spoke of in 

this council meeting. Mr. Forte you are lucky I was not at this meeting because out of respect and love for my 

teacher, mayor, and close family friend Tommy Jones, I would knock you so hard you would become color 

blind and lose your ability to speak so you can never again reffer to someone in such a racial manner...  

Mr. Forte I swear if I ever catch you in the streets, no matter where it might be I wil ask    you your name, 

confirm your identity, and proceed, without further warning, to beat the living hell out of you with my bare hands 

until my fist are bruised and red from my own blood from hitting you so hard.  

I do strongly believe in the first amendment which grants all of us as Americans the freedom of speech 

which allows us to say what want when we want as long as it is in no way threatening to national security but I 

also believe in what we call in the streets a trial by fury and if I ever see you in the streets that is what you will be 

granted, and as expected I will be tried for my "wrong doings" in of court and will be sentenced to jail time for the 

amount of damage I inflict upon you, but I will know I have served you justice for everyone who could not sleep 

on the night this council meeting took place, everyone who was present at this council meeting and had to hear it, 

and every young child who watched this on the community channel and was caught in a maze of confusion as our 

current mayor was called a "lying ******".  

I don't know if you Mr. Forte are a man of God but I do know for a fact that if Tommy Jones was not the 

Christian he is, and is ignorant as you make him out to be, he would have leaped from his chair and served 

you the beating you diserved. You have some nerve. I am not a the type of person who will make threats over 

the internet knowing you will never read them, or knowing I will never see you to keep up with the words I have 

typed in this comment box... no that's not the type of person I am.  instead I hope everyday that I see you because 

my fists are burning to meet your knose, jaw, eyes, forhead, and cheak bones, and I hope for your sake that you 

read this or someone reveals this to you so you can prepare and be ready for the fury I will unleash upon you on 

sight. I put my life on it. No matter where it may be... no matter who you are with... no matter who is present...  

I give you my word I will keep up with everything I have stated on this post and you will know how I feel 

about what has been said. After which I will turn myself in for what I have done and do my time with a smile on 

my face. 

 

Your fellow Los Banos Citizen, 

 

Anthony Donaldson  

DISCUSSION 

 
The above threat was cut into eight parts and pasted in the 
comment box.  Therefore a spellchecker would have caught 
the mistakes.  There are several misspelled words.   
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 FEBRUARY 24TH, 2010:  THREAT WAS VIOLATION OF PENAL CODE 422  
 

Within minutes of receipt of the email Forte contacted criminal attorney, Mr. Shawn Mills, prior to calling the LBPD, 
and forwarded Mills the email.  Mills informed Forte that the email was without a doubt a violation of Penal Code 422, and 
it was a Felony.  Mills said that PC422 is often times called a Terrorist Threat.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Shawn Mills 

 

A native of San Francisco, Shawn moved to the Monterey Peninsula in 1969. He attended San Francisco State Univer-

sity. Shawn Graduated with degrees in both Psychology and Social Work Education and attended Monterey College of 

Law and was admitted to practice law in California in 1997.  He spent over a decade as a member of the United States 

Coast Guard and Coast Guard Reserve performing a wide range of duties.  Phone:  (831) 372-3000 

 

 

CALIFORNIA CODES 
PENAL  CODE 

SECTION 422-422.4 
 
422.  Any person who willfully threatens to commit a crime which will result in death or great 
bodily injury to another person, with the specific intent that the statement, made verbally, in 
writing, or by means of an electronic communication device, is to be taken as a threat, even if 
there is no intent of actually carrying it out, which, on its face and under the circumstances in 
which it is made, is so unequivocal, unconditional, immediate, and specific as to convey to the 
person threatened, a gravity of purpose and an immediate prospect of execution of the threat, and 
thereby causes that person reasonably to be in sustained fear for his or her own safety or for his 
or her immediate family's safety, shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail not to 
exceed one year, or by imprisonment in the state prison. 
 
For the purposes of this section, "immediate family" means any spouse, whether by marriage or 
not, parent, child, any person related by consanguinity or affinity within the second degree, or any 
other person who regularly resides in the household, or who, within the prior six months, regularly 
resided in the household. 
 
"Electronic communication device" includes, but is not limited to, telephones, cellular telephones, 
computers, video recorders, fax machines, or pagers. "Electronic communication" has the same 
meaning as the term defined in Subsection 12 of Section 2510 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code . 
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This is what took place, and was told to Llanez at 5:47PM February 24th, 2010: 

 

  

a. That Forte said he wanted Donaldson arrested under violation of PC422 based upon his 

conversation with criminal attorney Mills.   

b. Forte believed Jones and his attorney Ratliff were the real authors of the death threats and had 

influenced Donaldson to send the death threats. 

c. Llanez was told explicitly and repeatedly that Donaldson by his own admission in the email 

was a student of Jones. 

d. Forte emphasized that Jones had just been found guilty on January 14th, 2010 of breaking 

conflict of interest laws by the FPPC based upon the complaint he filed. 

e. Forte informed Llanez that Jones and his attorney had until February 26th, 2010 to withdraw a 

motion in the case of Forte v. Jones or be potentially liable for $13,000.00 in sanctions to me. 

f. Forte  did not òpull out numerous emailsò but pointed out that it was in fact one long death 

threat email cut into eight (8) sections due to the size limitation in the posting area. 

g. Forte told Llanez that he had never received death threats or posts of this type before. 

h. Forte clearly pointed out the portion of the threat which said, ñMr. Forte you are lucky I was 

not at this meeting because out of respect and love for my teacher, mayor, and close family 

friend Tommy Jones, I would knock you so hard you would become color blind and lose your 

ability to speak so you can never again reffer to someone in such a racial manneréò 

i. Forte did not say that he could not identify the person who is leaving these commentsò. 

j. Forte showed Llanez the video hyper-linked to the threat that showed Anthony Donaldson 

Bates as ñThe Reverend Donaldsonò. 

k. Forte did not say he did not want the matter sent to District Attorney Larry Morse. 

l. Forte said that Morse would more than likely have to get an independent investigator to handle 

the matter due to the conflicts that Morse and Forte already had (that are now being submitted 

to the Grand Jury). 

m. Forte pointed to specific sections in the deposition of Jones taken by Forte not yet disclosed to 

third parties which coincide with phrases in the death threats of Donaldson. 

n. Forte said it didnôt make sense that Donaldson would be so outraged about what took place at a 

June 2009 LB City Council meeting  and then wait nine (9) months to post a comment. 

o. Forte told Llanez that Forte suspected Jones influenced Donaldson to do so. 

p. Forte said the language used in the death threat was not that of a high school student. 

q. Forte said the misspelled words were intentional to disguise it was written by an adult. 

r. Forte said that others who read the threat did not believe it was written by a high school 

student.. 

s. Forte printed the eight (8) sections of the email from Donaldson and provided them to Llanez. 

t. Forte printed out a copy of PC 422 and provided it to Llanez. 

FEBRUARY 24TH, 2010  
 

FORTE CONTACTS LBPD:  PROVIDES INFORMATION FILES COMPLAINT  
 
 After speaking with Mills, Forte called the LBPD.  Officer Paul Llanez was dispatched to take an 

incident report. 
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DISCUSSION 
Llanez says the emails were attached to the report.  The report 
obtained directly from the LBPD had no emails attached.  There is 
no mention of Jones or that Forte wanted Donaldson arrested under 
a violation of PC 422.  It becomes a significant omitted fact when 
coupled with other omitted information provided to Officer Bowling 
by Forte supplementing the report during the evening of February 
24th, 2009. 
 
The ñks/108ò refers to LBPD Dispatcher Kate Strauch. 

 
Strauch provided a declaration for Jones Injunction hearing against 
Forte before Judge Frank Dougherty that states under penalty of 
perjury: 
 
 ñMr. Forte had previously received email from a former student 

of Mayor Jones threatening to attack Mr. Forte.  The mayor was 
not mentioned in the email.ò  

 
The FALSE STATEMENT indicates the extent of the LBPD in 
concealing any connection to Jones with the Donaldsonô threat.    

INCIDENT REPORT FILED BY LLANEZ  
OMITS CRITICAL INFORMATION PROVIDED BY FORTE FOR INVESTIGATION  

 
 The incident  report by Llanez  indicates there was ñNO FURTHER INFORMATIONò provided while omitting 
crucial statements made to Llanez by Forte.  Llanez specifically excluded any reference to Jones in ñDetails of the 
Investigation or Forteôs request for Donaldsonôs arrest under violation of PC422.  Forte never referred to Donaldson 
as a juvenile.  Llanez refers to Donaldson as a juvenile twice in the report. 
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FORTE PROVIDES ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  

EVENING OF FEBRUARY 24TH, 2010 

 

 

 During the evening of February 24th, 2010 Forte spoke to LBPD Officer Bowling three 

separate times and faxed three separate letters which immediately follow.  Forte and his wife, 

Eileen were extremely stressed and concerned from the threats received from Donaldson which 

they reasonably concluded Jones was behind. 

 

 The Fortes were already aware that Brizzee had covered up LBPD Officer Parkerôs 

participation of the assault upon Forte with Merced County Sheriff John Picinich, had not arrested 

Los Banos Enterprise reporter Cory Pride who struck Forte in the chest in the presence of LBPD 

Chief Dan Fitchie, and that the commentary by LBE publisher, Gene Lieb, unjustly painted Forte 

as a racist. 

 

 Forte had wanted to make sure that the law enforcement response to Donaldsonôs threat 

was immediate and severe according to law.  Therefore, Forte did not want those who he 

suspected would be working behind the scene to try and cover-up Jonesô involvement, if he was 

involved.  The surest way of accomplishing such was to put as much law enforcement pressure 

upon Donaldson as possible. 

 

 Please review the following three faxes on the next pages. 

 

 You should also keep in mind that on the morning of February 25th, 2010, due to the 

Fortes working through the night, a Badger Flats Gazette issue entitled ñDeath Threatsò was 

ready for distribution in the morning by 9:00AM.  Forte dropped fifty (50) copies off at the LBPD 

and spread another four hundred (400) throughout the merchant downtown area and at various 

coffee shops, donuts shops in Los Banos. 
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