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A young man who "knew better" but still made the fatal decision to drink and drive --
destroying an innocent life, shattering a family and leaving permanent sadness.

That's how a judge viewed the case of 20-year-old Khushdeep Gill, who drove the wrong way
on northbound Highway 99 on Feb. 11 and killed 48-year-old Sandra Kay Isbell.

Merced County Superior Court Judge Marc Garcia on Tuesday gave Gill the maximum sentence
of 10 years in state prison. Before causing the crash that killed Isbell, Gill had been convicted of
DUI at age 17:He'll'be €éligible for parole in about four years.

Garcia minced no words in sentencing Gill,
saying the defendant already had received a (
break by not being charged with murder.

"I will not show you any more leniency," Garcia
declared. s

Garcia said sending a young man to prison
seldom "leads to a better person,” but that Gill
should have learned his lesson after receiving
his first DUI.
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"There's no doubt in my mind that you knew Cl
. ICc
better and could have made another decision, Di
Garcia said. "Whether you choose to be EE
productive in your life is entirely up to you." Di
Gill pleaded no contest in October to a charge Cc
of gross vehicular manslaughter with Nu
CLICK EOR MORE PHOTOS negligence. He entered the plea without Cc
making an agreement with prosecutors, N
putting the case's outcome solely in Garcia's Cc
hands. . Pc_h
g;?j‘%ﬁg{"ed To Forgive Gredit Gill's attorney, John Garcia (no relation to the &;
New Credit Laws Allow Dos Palos judge), asked Fresno psychologist Richard Blak |
Consumers to Reduce Debt up to 60%... to evaluate the defendant. Blak testified that —
Gill suffered from a schizo-affective disorder
1‘?3zkpa'°s Mom's $5 Wrinkle and general anxiety, saying he used alcohol to g
Dermatologists DON'T want you knowing self-medicate.
about a2k Core Secrot Under cross-examination from Deputy District Nfl
Attorney Steven Slocum, however, Blak said ‘
&?P%asl‘éso‘;w Boam Gill's mental disorders wouldn't make him less ‘
We investigate work at home jobs and criminally culpable. Judge Garcia didn't buy
what we found may shock you! Blak's analysis of Gill, calling it "unconvincing." |
Families from both sides filled the courtroom [
Tuesday. Isbell's family members and friends shared several stories about their grief, imploring [
Garcia to provide the maximum sentence. Meanwhile, on the other side of the aisle, Gill's family ;
members hoped for a sentence of probation or local jail time.
Wearing an orange and white jailhouse uniform, Gill unfolded a white piece of binder paper and
read an apology to Isbell's family. "I know this will affect me for the rest of my life," he said. "I
ask you for mercy and forgiveness for my actions."
Isbell's family members said the apology can't alleviate their pain. Her son, Gary Young Jr.,
described Isbell as a mother of four who had worked hard "all of her life" with "a lot of life left
to live."
LI
Young said his mother was looking forward to watching her children grow and lead productive, [
fruitful lives. "No matter how much time (Gill) gets, to me it will never be enough," Young said. |
"I don't deny that he's sorry, but I just feel this is just one of those instances, as Mother would |
say, where sorry just doesn't cut it." |
Isbell's daughter Barbara Young brought a wooden box containing her mother's ashes to the
hearing. Young wept steadily as she described how her mother gave her a Bible with a message ot

written inside that included the words: "To my first born ... always remember God loves you
and so do I."

Gill's family members said they feel a great deal of sadness about Isbell's death. Still, some of I
Gill's family members said the 10-year sentence was too harsh.

Mike Benning, one of Gill's cousins who was there for the sentencing, said the judge didn't |
make the right decision. .
|
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already messed up," Benning said.

The night of her death, Isbell had closed the Atwater Dollar store where she worked as an Ml
assistant manager and was driving to Lodi. She was a mother of three daughters and one son,  Tern

and had a grandson. %‘f‘a

Gill was driving a 1999 Honda Accord southbound in the northbound lane of the highway about
65 to 75 mph. Isbell was driving a 2003 Honda Civic northbound in the slow lane. The cars
collided head-on and came to rest on the right shoulder of the highway. There were no
passengers in either car.

Gill's blood-alcohol concentration was 0.23 percent, nearly three times the state's 0.08 legal
[imit.

Reporter Victor A. Patton can be reached at (209) 385-2431 or vpatton@mercedsun-star.com.
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Dylan morse. 2 years. Regular citizen. 10 years. Only difference was the guy sentenced for ten years
only killed 1 person. Dylan killed 2 pretty much.

Gotta hate Merced. Crooks in government, cops, court, just about every level of our city gov n county
gov are infected with this crud.

When are we gonna see justice in Merced?

Another cops kid named Patrick killed a women on yosemite with his truck. Let off the hookncharge

free. Woo hoo Merced. Good track record of justice.
4 it and 5 more liked this | Like Reply—l
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I'm sure Judge Garcia will have a change of heart and reduce this young man's sentence as the judge
did in the Dylan Morse case. After all Dylan murdered Mr. Ruiz, left his "best friend" Spitzer a vegetable
and seriously injured and disfigured Mr. Ruiz's girifriend. All after having been busted for drinking and
driving under the influence previously before. Heck, he had even taken his passenger that night to a
alcohol education class the previous week. It's not like he didn't know the consequences of his
irresponsible actions. Dylan had purchased alcohol that night with a fake California drivers license and
had marijuana in his system and the car the night he committed his crimes that forever changed the
life of many families. In the probation report, which I would encourage everyone to read, Dylan Morse
admitted to using drugs since he was 14 years old. Obviously the product of a good upbringing. Talk
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