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THE HIDDEN INVESTIGATION OF 
 LOS BANOS MAYOR TOMMY JONES  

 
FAIR POLITICAL 

PRACTICES COMMISSION 
JANUARY 2010 FINDING: 

 
 MAYOR JONES GUILTY OF 
BREAKING CONFLICT OF 

INTEREST LAWS  
 

by Gene “Capt. Ahab” Forte 

 
 I’ve been busy reeling out the line to a bunch of arrogant 
little public official fish-ies, now its time to start reeling them in,  
but due to Jones’ and the good old boys’ most recent attack on 
me...I’ve got no time to editorialize much.  The self-explanatory 

letters inside show the power of THE WRITTEN word. 

 
 If readers may recall, I am, according to reporter Mr. Corey 
Pride and the Los Banos Enterprise, a known racist publisher 
who filed unfounded allegations about Jones breaking conflict 
of interest laws with the Fair Political Practices Commission. 
 
 As you read the letters in the following pages, you will find 
that my filed complaint against Jones in March 2008 which you 
thought was completed because you were told so by the 
FPPC….WAS NOT?  Remember the QUESTION MARK? 
 
 When I held the FPPC’s feet to the fire over the accusation 
that I filed an unfounded complaint (Pg. 2), the head of the 
FPPC left and went back to academia (teaching) according to 
the FPPC’s communication director, Mr. Roman Porter. 
 
 On July 25th and August 29th, 2008, I sent letters (Pgs. 2-
6) that demanded the FPPC find Jones guilty of breaking 
conflict of interest laws, AND to admit that my allegations were 
NOT unfounded.  The October 6th, 2008 letter (Pg. 7) told the 
FPPC I was giving up on asking for responses that never 
came.  I resigned myself to the fact that they were trying to 
smut me up for my high powered public official adversaries. 
 
 A strange thing happened.  On January 8

th
, 2010, Jones 

had his attorney, Mr. Ben Ratliff, file a Motion to Declare me a 
California Vexatious Litigant.  The document used exhibits 
such as copies of my Badger Flats Gazettes; it included audios 
of my speeches at Los Banos City Council Meetings.  It says, 
among others things, that I am delusional, and that I must be 
stopped from complaining about government officials. ...or 
presenting them in a bad light as my complaint to the FPPC 
did Jones.  Haven’t Jones and his attorney ever heard of 

Freedom of Speech or Freedom of the Press. 
 
 The vexatious litigant motion by Jones is 
almost a carbon copy of the one filed in 
Monterey County (home to CIA Director Leon 
Panetta) in May 2005 by then Attorney General 
Bill Lockyer and Governor Schwarzenegger 
that I overwhelmingly defeated in June 2005.  
 
 On December  5th, 2005 two weeks after I 
filed documents against Monterey Judge Robert O’Farrell (that 
led Judge Michael Fields to the promised land of retirement), 
The Monterey Herald/McClatchy Newspapers reported that I 
had been declared a vexatious litigant (when they knew that I 
had not been) in a front page Sunday article, “County Judiciary 
Under Fire.”  The Herald later printed a small correction saying 
the mistake was due to a court error….the court said there was 
no error...therefore, the newspaper printed a false fact that 
defamed me to the public.  (It’s called covering for each other!)  
  
 Ratliff  “cut and pasted” paragraphs from the 2005 defeated 
motion to bill/bilk legal fees to the insurance company for the 
City of Los Banos picking up the tab for Jones.  Keep in mind, 
that I did not sue the City of Los Banos, or Jones as Mayor.  So, 
why are citizens paying for Jones saying he knew for a fact that 
I was a dangerous member of the Ku Klux Klan (I am not and 
have never been)?  Ask them.  They haven’t told me yet. 
 
 Out of the blue on January 16

th
, 2010 after 16 months of no 

response from the FPPC, I received a copy of the FPPC Jones 
2010 Warning Letter (Pgs. 9-11).  It was issued due to the 
“new” investigation that was hidden from citizens prior to Jones 
re-election (Pg. 8, Fig A) , and from the evidence I provided in 
2008.   The FPPC found that slick-ster Tommy (not Honest 
Abe) Jones DID break both conflict of interest laws and 
disclosure laws by voting upon the Hostetler Village Green 
Annexations.  It was determined that Jones’ vote for Hostetler 
had a foreseeable and material economic effect on 
Jones economic interests.    
 
 The FPPC cover letter (Pg. 11, Fig. B) dated 
January 14th, 2010 was sent to my correct 
address...but was directed to a Mr. Heneghan (who 
I don’t know and not about Jones).  Is the FPPC dodging giving 
me a letter that says my complaint was not unfounded, or is it 
just another one of my delusions? 

 
 My Delusion?  I think Jones and others 
knew the FPPC Warning Letter was coming 
and filed the Vexatious Litigant Motion as a 
diversion and to defame me to the public. 
 

 What do you think?  Are you delusional too? 
(THE END...FOR NOW) 

Mayor  Jones, I presume? 
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Figure A:  Excerpts are taken from the video taped sworn 

deposition of Tommy Jones in the case of Forte v. Jones, 

#637857.  The deposition was taken by Gene Forte at a 

cost to him of approximately $4,000.00.  Jones and his 

attorney got a free ride with the insurance company for 

the City of Los Banos picking up the tab for them.  Why? 
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Badger at the Movies:  The Incredible Mr. Jones 

 
 If you love the sound of fingernails screeching on chalkboards then I suggest catching the 
video taped deposition of Mayor Tommy Jones taken by Gene Forte on July 14th, 2008 in the 
case of Forte v. Jones.  It cost Forte about $4,000.00 of his hard earned to produce this little 
jewel but it was well worth it.  It nailed Jones’ tongue to the floor and revealed the Fair Political 
Practice Commission is either a bunch of Key Stone Cops or Tricksters of citizens. 
 
  Many scenes in the video capture Jones giving testimony that would likely bring felony 
conviction against Jones for perjury…...IF….. public officials such as Merced County District 
Attorney Larry Morse would bring charges instead of covering for wayward public brethren.. 
 
 Here’s what some not so anonymous movie goers had to say: 
 
 “Jones is kidding right? He taught high school English?  That man can’t have an English 
degree!”  —Gene Forte, LB 
 

“In a couple of spots I laughed so hard I thought I was going to puke.  Talk about tell one lie and you got to tell 10 more on tape...by 
a mayor…..worth the price of popcorn and a soda”—Eugene Esmond Forte, LB 
 
“The bit where Jones babbles on about being afraid to call the police unless he had Vietnam training is priceless....or when he didn’t 
know why he sued the LB Police Department while he was holding his arrest sheet for possession of crack cocaine”——EEF, LB 
 
“Jones’ attorney Ratliff actually looks like a rat..when he opens his mouth he squeaks like one too!”—-Gene 40, Los Banos, CA. 

Check it out for yourself coming to your local theatres real soon!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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Fig. A 



PAGE 9 F P P C  PAGE 9 F P P C  I N V E S T I G A T I O N



PAGE 10 F P P C  I N V E S T I G A T I O N



PAGE 11 F P P C  PAGE 11 F P P C  I N V E S T I G A T I O N

Fig. B   



Badger Bites are distributed as a public service by  

The Badger Flats Gazette to promote Transparency in Government 
DISCLOSURE/DISCLAIMER  

 
 The views, opinions, and commentary expressed in the Badger Flats Gazette are solely those of Gene 
Forte and do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of Badger Flats, LLC.  Forte is not an attorney.  
Forte is currently a plaintiff in the case of Forte vs. Knight Ridder/McClatchy, et al., Case No. C06-03948-
JW,  Forte v. Lichtenegger, M70711 & M58208 and Forte vs. Jones and a cross complainant in Tetra Tech. 
v. Marion Santos.  Full edition back issues are available for $10.00 plus postage by calling  (209) 829-1116, 
or write P.O. Box 989, Los Banos, CA, 93635.  Copyright 2010 The Badger Flats Gazette. 
 

  All rights reserved.  Material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without written permission.   Actual 
letters to individuals do not contain Badgertorial pictures.  Badger Den Staff: Editor/Writer:  Gene Forte, Graphic Design/
Lay-out:  Eileen Forte, Archive/Film Research:  Gabrielle Forte, Jordan Forte,  Print Production, Circulation  Assistants:  Noel 
Forte, Juston Forte.  Nothing in the Badger should be considered legal advice or legal opinions. 
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